
HOW TO 
CALCULATE YOUR 
DENSITY QUOTIENT



WHAT IS THE DENISTY QUOTIENT?

 To limit the amount of people gathering at a 
venue at the same time, some business can 
only allow entry to one patron every ‘two 
square metres’ or ‘four square metres’ of 
available floor place.

 This does not include space behind a counter 
where visitors are not permitted.

 Workers are not included in the density 
requirements in the following settings: 

 Restaurant, Pub, Bar, Café.



WHAT IS THE ‘TWO SQUARE METRE 
RULE’?

 One person is permitted every ‘two square metres.

 For example: if an outdoor space is 4 metres long and 2 metre wide, its 
total area is 8 square metres. Using the ‘two square metre’ rule, the density 
limit (also called the density quotient in the Victorian Chief Health Officer’s 
directions) is 4. So no more than 4 people would be permitted to be in that 
outdoor space at the same time.  



WHAT IS THE ‘FOUR SQUARE METRE 
RULE’?

 One person is permitted every ‘four square metres.

 For example: if a space is 8 metres long and 2 metres wide, its total area is 
16 square metres. Using the ‘four square metre’ rule, the density limit (also 
called the density quotient in the Victorian Chief Health Officer’s directions) 
is 4. So no more than 4 people would be permitted to be in that indoor 
space at the same time.  



CALCULATING YOUR AREA AND 
DESNITY QUOTENT

 Simply, multiply the length (L) (measured in metres) of your space by the 
width (W) (measured in metres). As this will result in your area (A)(m2).

 A (m2) = L (m) x W (m)

 Once you have calculated your area, you will be able to workout your 
density quotient by dividing it by the ‘two square rule’ or ‘four square rule’. 
 Density Quotient = A (m2) / 2 (m2) or 4 (m2) 

 Please note there must ALWAYS be a distance of 1.5m between visitors. 


